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Grants Submitted 

Drug Free Communities Grant Submitted 

It took some work but on Wednesday, March 16th 2016 the Coalition for 

a Better Wallingford submitted it’s first ever grant application to the fed-

eral government. The grant which took approximately 8 weeks to write 

consisted of a 25 page project narrative, 10 page budget narrative, 12 

Coalition Involvement Agreements and numerous other forms. The final 

document consisted of around 100 pages. 

The grant application once submitted will go through a rigorous review 

process. If our application has all of the required pieces, properly for-

matted and submitted in the right way the application will then move on 

to peer reviewers. If we receive a high enough peer review our budget 

will then be reviewed. Once the budget is reviewed a determination on 

funding will be made.  We should know if we are going to be receiving 

money by this summer. The funds will then be dispersed in September. 

 We are competing with more then 500 applicants for 70 grant opportu-

nities. While the application we submitted is competitive we have no 

way of knowing what other applications we are competing against. That 

being said I am hopeful that we will receive the funding we need.  

United Way Grant 

On Monday, March 21st, we submitted a 

grant application to the United Way. We 

are requesting $30,000 dollars from the 

United Way. This money would be used 

to procure an office space, pay for asso-

ciated office expenses and for an admin-

istrative assistant.  Our application is 

currently being reviewed by a panel.  

After the panel reads our application we 

will go before a board and answer ques-

tions pertaining to our request.  A deter-

mination should be made some time in 

early June. 

Teen Night Success 

 

The Teen Night Event held at the 

Ulbrich Boys and Girls Club on Feb-

ruary 26th was a huge success. 

There were more than 70 teens in 

attendance. The night was filled 

with music, fun and games.  Many 

people came to help and chaper-

one the event.  We are pleased 

that of the chaperones a number 

of them were coalition members. 

There were also members of the 

Wallingford police Department, 

Youth and Social Services and the 

Boys and Girls Club. The event was 

such a big hit that plans are already 

in the works to expand this pro-

gram in to a series.  There are also 

plans to have an event in June for 

teens that are not going to gradu-

ate from High School. The success 

of this event is truly a tribute both 

to the need of such programs and 

to the hard work and dedication of 

Coalition Members, the Boys and 

Girls Club, Youth and Social Ser-

vices and our partners. The next 

Teen Night will be April 22 from 7pm 

to 10pm and is open to all Wallingford 

high school students.  

Offered free to the community, this valuable 
course is intended for parents, teachers, family 
members, caregivers, school staff, peers, 
neighbors, health and human services workers 
and other caring citizens how to help an ado-
lescent (age 12-18) or an adult (18 and up) 
who is experiencing a mental health or addic-
tions challenge or is in crisis. For more Infor-
mation, please visit our website at 
CBWLFD.ORG  
Next: Mental Health First Aid Course March 31 
- April 1, 2016  
When: 9:00 AM - 2:30 PM  
Where: Southington YMCA 130 North Main 
Street, Southington, CT 
Register online at www.ctclearinghouse.org/
registration  
Please call Justine Micalizzi at 860.414.1235 for 
questions.  

Bereavement Group 

Where:187 North Main Street, Walling-
ford, CT 
When: The first Monday of the Month 

Time: 7pm to 8:30 

Next Meeting: April 4th  
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TALYOR SHORT FOUNDA-

TION CHARITY DANCE 

WHEN 
Saturday, April 9, 2016 from 6:30 
PM to 11:30 PM (EDT)  
WHERE 
Wallingford Elks Lodge - 148 
South Main Street, Wallingford, 
CT 06492 

TICKETS 

$30 Per person. They can be purchased on Eventbrite  

News In the Schools 

Invited In 

This month we met with the Wallingford Public 

Schools PPS Director, Robert Mancusi, the Guidance 

Coordinator, Melissa Ilses, and the Health Coordinator 

Patty Purcell. They have agreed to have us create a 

curriculum that, upon approval, will be presented to 

students in the Physical Education Class, 10th grade 

health class and a year long program for the ARTS and 

EEP students. This is a very exciting opportunity to 

really reach large numbers of students. We are lucky 

to have Alecia Dager PHD from Yale University work-

ing on this comprehensive program. Her expertise, 

professionalism and ability to truly reach students is 

inspiring. I am looking forward to seeing what she 

puts together and how it is received. 

Wallingford Safe Prom Pledge 

Wallingford Prom Dates:  May 6, May 7, May 13, May 21 

Alcohol & Drug Free Celebration 

Prom season is almost here, and Wallingford wants to help 

our teens enjoy a substance free prom!  For the second year, 

Sheehan and Lyman Hall Juniors and Seniors will have the 

option to sign the Wallingford Safe Prom Pledge.   The 

Pledge is a promise by students to not engage in risky behav-

ior on prom 

night, such as 

alcohol or drug 

use, texting and 

driving, etc. For 

Statewide   CAP 

Community Awareness Program 

Congregation Assistance Program 
 Where: MidState Medical Ctr, 61 Pomeroy Ave, Meriden 
 When: Tuesday nights, May 3 & 10 (6-9:00 pm) 

Complimentary light dinner is offered starting at 5:30 
 *Seating is limited…Please RSVP 
to capconference@aol.com no later than Monday, April 25. 
CAP provides free two-night training with professionals for individu-
als, community leaders, coaches, foster parents and faith based 
groups who would like more education on how to recognize, pro-
vide support and give assistance to those struggling with addictions 
such as alcohol, drugs, gambling, inhalant abuse, as well as many 
mental health issues facing us today including suicide. 

Brought to you by the Meriden Clergy Association & 
South Central CT Substance Abuse Council 

State of CT Dept. of Mental Health & Addiction Services 
*CEU Credits: 6 from CT DMHAS and QPR certificate* 
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Highlights from Wallingford’s Ulbrich Boys & Girls Club: Since 

January 2015, the Ulbrich Boys & Girls Club has seen an in-

crease in average daily attendance by 58%. In February, the 

Club partnered with the Coalition for a Better Wallingford, 

S.C.O.W (Spanish Community of Wallingford), and Walling-

ford Youth & Social Services to host a Teen Night, which 

reached 70 teens. The next Teen Night will be April 22 from 

7pm to 10pm and is open to all Wallingford high school stu-

dents. Congratulations to our Youth of the Year, Jeisha Al-

varado! The Club’s summer camp registration is now OPEN, 

space is limited. Space is available for youth ages 6 to 18 to 

join the Academic School Year program. For more infor-

mation about the Club, please call: 203-269-7535. 



Hope and Support Group 

Where: Yalesville United Methodist 
Church, 8 New Place Street, Walling-
ford, CT 
When: Every Monday night  
Time: 7pm to 8:30pm 

From the Editor 

I hope you have enjoyed our first 

ever Coalition Newspaper. We 

are going to be putting this out 

on a monthly basis. If you have 

news or contributions that you 

would like to see published here 

please email me at programdi-

rector@cbwlfd.org with the 

heading “this months newspa-

per.” Please include the infor-

mation as you wish it to be 

written. I will try to keep the lan-

guage submitted but may edit 

for length if necessary.  We 

would like to have a question 

and answer section so if you 

have questions please email 

them to programdirec-

tor@cbwlfd.org with the head-

ing, “question for newspaper”.  

If you wish to subscribe to our 

paper, we will mail the monthly 

newsletter to your home and e-

mail it to you for a $5 dollar a 

month subscription fee. If you 

wish to advertise in the Coalition 

Herald please contact me at pro-

gramdirector@cbwlfd.org with 

the heading, “advertisement”. 

Prices for advertisement will 

vary based on the size of the 

advertisement . Don’t forget to 

visit our website for more infor-

mation. 

Coalition Meetings 

Coalition Meetings are open to the public and held on the  last 

Thursday of every month at 7pm at the Hubcap in Wallingford 

Our next meeting is on March 31st 

Coalition Corner 
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Words of Gratitude from Our Hope 

and Support Group  
 

     I'm grateful my whole day today started chang-
ing last night. My cleaning clients canceled and this 
morning I woke up to my BFF needing to cancel our 
early evening plans. Plenty of stuff to do starting with 
an extra 1 1/2 hours in bed working on emails and 
texts from my phone. 
     I'm grateful to have paid a few bills, did a load of 
laundry, had coffee, lit some good smelling candles 
with smooth jazz on the TV, and for breakfast... I 
smashed up my last chocolate cannoli and put straw-
berries, blueberries and bananas on it to make it 
healthy LOL. Now downstairs to do TGL and my home-
work I keep procrastinating on. 
     I'm grateful to be working on my patience and ac-
ceptance. My taxes haven't gone into my account yet 
and there is so much on hold because of finances. I will 
say all of my needs are met while I go forward with 
what I can do. 
     I'm grateful my friend Bernie is now helping me with 
formatting the PARA Project. Slow and steady, my big-
gest obstacles remain having to go to all 3 of my jobs 
and the need to sleep... =) 

A Message from the President 

You are a mentor. 

Who is a mentor? You are. You are 

everywhere - youth coaches, dance 

teachers, public servants, reception-

ists, fire department volunteers, cler-

gy, students, health club members, 

sandwich makers, postal workers, gas 

attendants, and even landscapers. 

You’ve worked. You’ve loved. You’ve 

failed. You’ve been afraid. You’ve suc-

ceeded. You have something to share. 

There is always someone following in 

your footsteps who could use a help-

ing hand. You’re never too young and 

you are certainly never too old to be a 

mentor.  So what message are you 

sharing? What gift of talent or time 

have you given to someone else? 

When are you planning to show an 

act of kindness, unrehearsed and 

genuine? A simple show of human-

ity, that prompts the next person 

to ‘pass it on’? Remember that 

‘actions speak louder than words’ 

and you never know who is watch-

ing your simplest of acts…  

“When you’re surrounded by peo-

ple who share a passionate com-

mitment around a common pur-

pose, anything is possible." How-

ard Schultz 

Our Board 

 President: Ken Welch,  
 Vice President: Marion Gracey 

(Former Moran Middle School Guid-
ance Counselor), 

 Secretary: Carol Renna,  
 Treasurer: Jim McLaughlin 

(Controller, TILCON),  
 Agent of Record: Lars Edeen, Esq.  
 Town Councilor: John Letourneau,  
 Pharmacist : Ernie Mrazik, 

(Wallingford Elks Drug Education Co-
ordinator) 

Who’s the most powerful  

influence in your child’s life 

You. Parents have more influence 
over their child than friends, music, 

TV, the Internet and celebrities. Read 
more at www.drugfree.org 
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In The News 

Comments on the Current 

Article, $2.5M To Be 

Used For Heroin Re-

sponse Strategy In 15 

States  

In August of 2015 the Harford Cur-

rant ran an article about the White 

House issuing 2.5 Million dollars to 

be used for a two pronged response 

strategy for dealing with the drug 

epidemic in 15 states, including 

Connecticut.  “The new initiative, 

called the Heroin Response Strate-

gy, will allow five designated High 

Intensity Drug Trafficking Area pro-

grams in the country to create net-

works where information on heroin

-related issues can be shared, said 

Michael Botticelli, director of na-

tional drug control policy.”  

At the time of the announcement 

state officials said that they weren’t 

sure what the new funding would 

mean for Connecticut but the that 

the initiative and their philosophy 

towards addiction were in line with 

one another, driving towards a shift 

from punishment to prevention and 

treatment. The article made men-

tion of the governors 2015 Second 

Chance bill which reduced penal-

ties for drug possession and sought 

treatment and rehabilitation over 

punishment for possession of small 

amounts of drugs. While the Coali-

tion for a Better Wallingford is in 

favor of a treatment and preven-

tion approach to drug issues what 

the article fails to mention is that 

the Second Chance Bill took the 

power away from the police to 

stem the flow of drugs into the 

community. By making what were 

once Felony charges into misde-

meanors the bill has effectively tied 

the hands of the police. Further-

more, while the police particularly 

in Wallingford are behind the 

treatment over punishment model 

there are limited numbers of beds 

available in treatment facilities for 

people who are using.  Until we 

have more beds for addicts the 

police have no where to send peo-

ple, taking a good idea and making 

it ineffective. Unfortunately, this is 

yet another example of the state 

government putting politics before 

good policy. 

Wallingford man 

charged with possessing 

heroin 
Published: February 10, 2016 | 
Last Modified: February 10, 
2016 07:28PM 
By Leigh Tauss Record-Journal 
staff 
 
WALLINGFORD — A local man faces charges after police 
say he was found to be in possession of heroin, drug 
paraphernalia and prescription pills. 
Michael Gavrish, 55, of 25 N. Plains Highway, Walling-
ford, was charged with possession of a narcotic, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia and illegally obtaining or sup-
plying prescription drugs. 
      The charges stem from a Feb. 4 traffic stop on Route 
68 near Warehouse Point Road. At about 4:45 p.m. an 
officer pulled over an unregistered car with plates be-
longing to another vehicle on it. 
The driver, identified as Kurt Kilbourn, 43, of 43 Robin-
dale Drive, Plantsville, was cited for those infractions. 
     A passenger in the car, identified as Gavrish, was 
found to be in possession of heroin, drug paraphernalia 
and a prescription pill without a prescription, according 
to police. 
Gavrish was released on $2,500 bond. He is scheduled 
to appear at Meriden Superior Court on Feb. 17 for 
those charges. 
     Gavrish was arrested last month after police say they 
found him in possession of nearly 12 grams of crack 
cocaine, prescription pills and paraphernalia in a com-
muter parking lot. 
Kilbourn was arrested Monday in Meriden after police 
say he tried to break into an Arlington Street home us-
ing a butter knife to cut through a screen door. 

WALLINGFORD — Police arrested four 
men, including the DJ and host of trivia 
night at a pizza restaurant, for selling co-
caine at the business. 
     Police said they had received com-
plaints about the sale of illegal drugs at 
Colony Pizza House & Restaurant, 32 Cen-
ter St., located near the train station. One 
of the men arrested, James Mazziotti, also 
known as “DJ Jimmy Mazz”, hosted karao-
ke and trivia nights at the restaurant ac-

cording to police. The arrests were 
made on Wednesday and Thursday. 
     Authorities said Mazziotti, 34, of 
Wallingford, was arrested on charges 
of selling  of narcotics,  possession of 
narcotics, and conspiracy to sell nar-

cotics. Police said Mazziotti was in posses-
sion of two bags of cocaine when he was 
arrested. He was released on $55,000 
bond and is scheduled to appear in court 
on March 16. 
     Brandon Preston, 33, of Meriden, was 
charged with selling of narcotics, posses-
sion of narcotics, and possession of nar-
cotics with intent to sell on Wednesday. 
Police also seized over a ½ ounce of co-
caine at his home. He was released on 

$110,000 bond and is scheduled to ap-
pear in court on March 24. 
     Leonard Tartaglia Jr., 31 of Meriden 
was charged with sale of narcotics and 
possession of narcotics. He was released 
on a $5,000 bond and is scheduled to 
appear in court on March 16. 
     Joshua Albee, 33 of Wallingford,  was 
charged with two counts of sales of nar-
cotics, two counts of possession of nar-
cotics, and conspiracy to sell narcotics.  
He was released on a $25,000 bond and is 
scheduled to appear in court on March 
15. – Fox 61 POSTED 11:59 AM, MARCH 4, 
2016, BY DOUG STEWART, UPDATED AT 
12:24PM, MARCH 4, 2016 

DJ, three others arrested for drug sales at Wallingford pizza restaurant 

http://fox61.com/author/dstewart61/

